
Welcome to 
St Chad’s CofE Nursery 

and Infant School



School Information  
We are an ‘excellent’ graded Church of 

England School and a proud member of the 
Derbyshire Diocesan Academy Trust (DDAT).

Ms. Leach is our school’s 
Headteacher. She is also a mummy 

herself. ☺

We are very proud of the strong links that 
we have with our local parish at St 

Augustine's Church. Reverend Andy Ward 
is our school’s Chair of Governors. 



Our school vision takes 
inspiration from and is 
deeply rooted in the 

Greatest 
Commandment. 

School Vision   

“Love God with all your heart and with all 
your soul and with all your mind and love 

your neighbour as yourself”. 



School Values   

We welcome and value 
all faiths and cultures 

within our diverse 
school community. 

Our school’s core 
values are love, 

friendship, 
compassion and 

respect. 



Our ‘LOVE Promise’    

We seek to be positive 
role models to our 

children, guiding them 
with our ‘LOVE Promise’

We:
Look after our school and each other.
Only ever do our best.
Value everyone and remember our manners.
Enjoy our learning!



School Information  

When finishing their St 
Chad’s adventures at the 

end of Year 2, the majority 
of our children transition 
to our ‘big sister’ school –

Hardwick Primary. 

Hardwick Primary is also a 
member of our DDAT 

school family. 

We work very closely 
together with Hardwick. 



School gates open at 

8:45am. Lessons 
begin at 9:00am.

The School Day 

Our school day finishes 
at 3:15pm. School 

gates open at 3:15pm 
and close at 3:25pm. 



Our main school gate is located on 
Gordon Road. When bringing your 
child to school, please follow the 

pavement markings along Gordon 
Road and form a line. 

Please say good-bye to your child 
at the front of the line, before the 
school gate. A staff member will 

be there to greet your child. 
Parents are not permitted to enter 

through the main gate.  

Once through our main school 
gate, your child will be greeted by 
more staff and navigated into the 

building. 



If you arrive 
after 9am, you 
are late. Please 

sign in at the 
office. 

If you arrive after 
3:15pm, you are 
late. Your child 

will be waiting in 
the office. 

Punctuality is 
monitored by our 

school’s Attendance 
Officer.



Safeguarding is of paramount importance to us. 
When completing your induction paperwork, 

you must inform us of the name(s) of the 
adult(s) collecting your child. Individuals must 

be aged 18 or over to collect from school. 

If you need to make 
alternative 

arrangements for 
picking up your child, 
you must telephone 

school. 

We will not dismiss 
your child to anybody 
that we do not have 

details for on our 
school system. 



Attendance Matters:
Every day counts

Regular school 
attendance is 

vital for children 
to do well. 

Your child must 
attend school 

regularly and on 
time. 



Attendance Matters:
Every day counts

Our school 
attendance 

target is 96%. 

Attendance and 
punctuality are 

monitored closely 
by our school’s 

Attendance 
Officer. 





Sickness and Absence

If your child is 
poorly, you must 

call the office 
before 9:30am.

01332 
345997



Absence

Holidays are not 
allowed during term 

time. 

A Leave of Absence form 
must be completed for 

time off due to 
‘exceptional 

circumstances’. . 



Medicines
Please inform the office 

about any medical 
condition related to 

your child.

If your child is 
asthmatic, we need an 

in-date inhaler in 
school.

We administer first aid 
but we can’t give any 

medicine without your 
permission. 
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Safeguarding

Safeguarding is of 
paramount 

importance to us as a 
school.

Ms. Leach is our 
school’s designated 
safeguarding lead. 

Mrs Suddery and Miss 
Gilsenan are also our 

school’s deputy 
safeguarding leads. 

If you have any concerns or 
worries about your child (no 

matter how big or small) 
please speak with us. 



School Uniform
Your child must 

wear the correct 
school uniform 
to school every 

day. 



PE Kit
You must 

remove your 
child’s earrings 

on their 
allocated PE day 

and keep the 
earrings at 

home. 

Your child must wear their PE 
kit to school on their 

allocated PE day. This will be 
shared with you via Class 

Dojo. 



Purchasing School Uniform

School uniform items can be 
easily purchased from local 

shops or supermarkets. 

If you would like your child to have uniform 
items with our school logo on, these can be 

purchased from Uniform Direct. 

All children must 
have a St Chad’s 

Book Bag. Bags can 
only be purchased 

from Uniform Direct 
(located in town). 



School Uniform: Shoes

School shoes must be plain black 
and flat.

Please purchase shoes with 
Velcro.

Please avoid shoes with shoe 
laces unless your child can 
independently use them. 

Please ensure that shoes fit your 
child’s feet well to avoid 

accidents.  

Trainers, high 
heels or 

sandals are not 
permitted. 

You may wish to 
send your child in 
wearing flat black 
ankle boots in the 
winter. Knee high 

boots are not 
permitted. 



School Uniform: Jewellery

Hoops or 
dangly 

earrings are 
not permitted 

in school. 

One pair of plain 
studded earrings can 

be worn in school. 
Earrings must be 

removed at home on 
your child's allocated 

PE day. 

If you are making 
plans to have your 

child’s ears pierced, 
please book their 
appointment over 

the summer 
holidays. This will 

allow time for ears 
to heel and won’t 

impact PE!



School Uniform: Hair Accessories

Large and 
colourful 

bows are not 
permitted. 

If your child 
has long hair, 

please tie it up 
with a bobble. 

Please keep hair 
accessories to a 

minimum.
Simple red hair 
accessories are 

permitted e.g. plain 
red hairband.  



Labelling School Uniform

Please ensure that 
your child's name is 

written on every item 
of school uniform. 
Don’t forget bags, 
coats and shoes!

You might want to 
add a small keyring 
to your child’s bag 
to help them spot 

that it is their bag. 



Here are some examples of 
items of clothing that are not 

permitted to be worn in school 
(including for PE)



Every child is 
provided with a 

free school 
dinner. 

Your child can 
choose from 2 

options:

• Meat 
• Vegetarian

Lunchtimes

Our 
lunchtime 

staff support 
our children 

over 
lunchtimes. 



Children have 60 minutes for 
their lunchtimes. This includes 

eating time and playtime. 

We have two lunchtime 
servings in school:

• Bears and Crocodiles: 
11:50am-12:50pm

• Flamingos and Elephants: 
12pm-1pm

Our dinner menus are 
shared via Class Dojo 
and on our website. 
Please have a look 

through them with your 
child to help them make 

their final choice. 



You have two 
options for lunch:

1-Your child stays at 
school and eats a 

school dinner;

2-Your child stays at 
school and eats a 

packed lunch from 
home.

1

2



We prefer that all of 
our children have a 

school dinner.

They are free, 
nutritious and 

delicious.

They also develop 
social and 

independent skills.



Your child needs to 
be able to:

✓ feed themselves

✓ cut their own 
food by 
themselves

✓ use a knife, fork 
and spoon by 
themselves

We reward 
good table 
manners 

and children 
trying new 

foods.



We encourage our children to 
show ‘Golden Behaviour’ and 
support our ‘LOVE Promise’. 
Children receive Class Dojos 

for good work and good 
behaviour. 

Behaviour 



We strive to 
create a 
friendly, 

peaceful and 
family 

atmosphere 
through our 

mantra:

calm, still and 
quiet. 

Behaviour 

We celebrate 
good 

behaviour 
with  ‘Golden 
Book’ every 
Friday. We 
also have 

special ‘LOVE 
Awards’. 



At the end of every half 
term, we crown a King 
and Queen from each 

class.

The children take part 
in a special ceremony.

Parents are invited into 
school to celebrate 

with their child 



Children receive ‘yellow or red’ cards 
for poor behaviour.

We use reflection time and children 
are supported to re-engage with our 

school’s Love Promise

We value strong home-
school partnerships. If your 
child is struggling with any 
aspect of their behaviour 
then we will invite you in 
for a supportive meeting.



As we are a Church of England School, collective 
worship is an integral part of our school day 
where we come together as a school family.

Collective Worship 



Collective Worship 

During collective 
worship, children 

learn about different 
Christian values. 

Children 
experience 

music, stories, 
drama, stillness, 

meditation, 
singing, prayer 
and lots more. 



Reverend Andy 
regularly visits 

school to lead on 
our Collective 

Worships.
Throughout the 

year children also 
have the 

opportunity to 
visit St Augustine’s 

Church. 



We have our own 
school prayer to 

support our LOVE 
Promise and the 

Christian values of 
the school. 

School Prayer 

We value and support 
all faiths and religion. 

Prayer is always 
invitational and 

children are reminded 
every day that their 

own beliefs are values. 



We value strong 
home-school 
partnerships. 

We take advantage 
of our small 

workforce: time is 
spent getting to 

know families from 
their very first day in 

school. 

Home-School Partnership

We ask all of 
our families to 
read, sign and 

support our 
Home-School 
Agreement. 



Throughout the year, 
we run lots of parent 

workshops and 
“Stay and Learn” 

sessions.

We have different 
classes for parents: 

ESOL English, art and 
craft, cooking… The list 

is endless. ☺

Parent Workshops



We run three formal parent’s evenings 
during the year. 

We regularly send out letters and half-
termly newsletters.

Our school website is updated 
on a daily basis. 

Home-School Communication

Please tell the 
office if you 
have a new 

mobile 
number. 

Our main method 
of communication 
is through  Class 

Dojo. Please 
ensure you 

download the app 
on your mobile 
phone. We post 

messages daily so 
regularly ‘check-

in’.  



We set half-
termly home 

learning for all 
children via 
Class Dojo.

We expect all 
children to 

complete and 
submit one 

home learning 
activity via Class 

Dojo every 
week. 

Home Learning 

We monitor Class 
Dojo weekly for the 
completion of home 
learning. If you are 
struggling with any 

aspect of your 
child’s home 

learning then let us 
know.   

We encourage home learning 
to be captured and 

submitted via Class Dojo as a 
video or photograph. 
Children have regular 

opportunities to talk about 
and share their home 

learning in school. 



When they start at 
school, every child 
is given their very 
own Love Bear to 

look after and care 
for. 

The Love Bears 
help our children 
with their home 

learning 
adventures. 

Love Bears 

Please ensure that your child’s 
Love Bear is well looked after. 

Include them in your home life 
as much as possible e.g. eating 

dinner, reading a story 
together….



Reading at home is VERY 
important.

All children will need a St 
Chad’s Book Bag and will 
be given a school reading 
book. Please bring these 

to school every day.   

Children need to be 
reading AND having 
books read to them 

regularly. 

Home Reading

Read in your home language 
and English, if you can.

Talk about the pictures and 
have lots of fun!



Your child needs to be reading 
three times a week at home. 
Each week we will ask you to 
share a video of your child’s 

reading at home via Class 
Dojo. 

Please do not just read the book 
to your child: encourage him/her 

to read it to you. 



We have made lots of 
resources to help you 
support your child’s 

reading at home.  

Please let us 
know if you 

are 
struggling to 
support any 

aspect of 
your child’s 

reading. 



How often are you reading with 
your child?

Try to provide your child with books 
at home.

Please don’t buy lots of expensive 
books. Instead, visit the library!



To support 
with their 
phonics, 

reading and 
spelling, we set 
a weekly word 
list for children 

to practise 
reading and 

spelling ‘off by 
heart’. 

‘Off by Heart’ Words

We encourage you 
to capture and 

submit videos or 
photos of your child 

practising their 
word list at home 

via Class Dojo.  



Talking with your child

✓ Family
✓ Themselves
✓ Feelings
✓ Animals
✓ Shapes
✓ Colours….

We welcome 
children and 

families that do not 
speak English as a 

first language.

It is very important 
that your child is 

secure and 
confident in their 
home language.



We want all of our 
children to be 

confident and able 
talkers.

It is important that 
children have good 

listening and 
understanding 

skills.  

Monitor how much time your 
child spends on tablets.



Talk to us if you are worried about your 
child’s language development. 



Your child needs 
strong hands!

Have paper, pens 
and pencils at 

home for them to 
play with.

Writing



Staying Up-to-Date

Class Dojo is the best 
way of staying 

connected with what 
is happening in 

school. We post daily 
so checking in ‘little 

and often’ works 
best. 

You can easily 
download the app 

on your mobile 
phone. 

Our website is full of lots of 
useful information and 

resources. 
Our calendar is regularly 
updated with key events. 


